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Amid the hustle and bustle of the Advent season take time to reflect upon this very special time of year and its meaning—the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Numerous opportunities exist for parishioners to contribute to the joy of the season by: 
 Helping to clean and decorate the church; 
 Purchasing a poinsettia or holiday greenery; 
 Donating to JOIN to purchase gifts for needy teens; 
 Helping assemble Epiphany Chalk; 
 Caroling at Heartland Victorian Village; and 
 Participating with fellow parishioners in song and prayer  at our holiday Masses.  May all have a blessed Advent! 

Advent at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Parishioner Pat Cassidy has prepared this article about the 
Church’s Jubilee of Mercy. More details on how our parish 
will commemorate the year will appear in the next issue of the 
newsletter.  On March 12, 2015, the second anniversary of his election as pope, Pope Francis announced the celebration of an “extraordinary Holy Year” with the theme “Merciful Like The Father.” The Jubilee of Mercy,  more commonly called the “Year of Mercy,” will begin with the opening of the Holy Door in St. Peter’s on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2015, and will conclude on November 20, 2016, with the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. The opening of the Jubilee of Mercy will take place on the fiftieth anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council in 1965. 

In the Hebrew biblical tradition, the Jubilee Year, which was celebrated every 50 years, was meant to restore equality among all of the children of Israel, offering new possibilities to families who had lost their property and even their personal freedom. In addition, the Jubilee Year was a reminder to the rich that a time would come when their Israelite slaves, widows, orphans, foreigners,  and the outcasts  (Hebrew anawim) would once again become their equals and would be able to reclaim their rights.    The Catholic tradition of the Holy Year began with Pope Boniface VIII in 1300. Boniface VIII had envisioned a Jubilee every century. In  1475, it was decided that a Jubilee would be celebrated every 25 years so that each generation could experience at least one Holy Year. There have been 26 ordinary Holy Year  celebrations, the last of which was the Jubilee of 2000. However, an extraordinary Jubilee like the one called by Pope Francis may be   
(Continued on Page 3) 

Catholic Church to Celebrate Jubilee of Mercy 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offertory Enhancement—Progress Report 
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The November 12, 2015 report on St. Francis’ offertory enhancement program from Cunneen—the parish fundraising organization—indicates: 
 75 families have pledged to increased their offerings;  
 5 families have given outright gifts to the parish;  
 35 families have pledged to use electronic giving; and  
 15 new families not previously registered with the parish have made a pledge.  The parish began the offertory enhancement program in October, but many pledges are still coming into the parish office.    Obviously,  for parishioners, participation in the Offertory Enhancement initiative is a two-or three step process—making a pledge,  following through on that pledge, and then, if electronic giving is preferred, completing the parish form to authorize the electronic giving in the amount pledged.  (Note: Families who choose to use credit cards are reminded to advise the office when their card has been replaced and/or the expiration date changed. )  The parish realizes that not every family may be able to increase its offering,  yet it is hoped that all parishioners will continue to support the parish in ways that they can.   Also of note – during this process, a number of letters mailed to our parish families have been returned to the office as a result of inaccurate addresses.  To maintain accurate records for future contacts with our parish family, it is vital that  the parish office to be advised of any change of address  
 Father Valcin would like to add, “ I offer my heartfelt thanks for all the ways that everyone supports this parish. You are always in my prayers, and I am abundantly grateful for all your generosity.” Chili cook off winner Jan Rosenfield. Pictured with Jan are 

from left: Bill Keller, Father Fritz, and Frank Conway. 

A group of St. Francis of Assisi parishioners (Lorri Kuczynski,  Mark Segal,  Andy Randall, and Karen Scheid) inspired by Pope Francis' Laudato Si and the Sunday Seminar focusing on the encyclical  lead by Barb Finan, have formed a Creation Care team through the national group--the Catholic Climate Covenant.  The purpose of the St. Francis’ group will be to explore ways that we as individuals and as a parish can reduce our carbon footprint and advocate for smart environmental policies.  
It is hoped that other parishioners will join with us in this effort. Our first meeting will be held in early January in the church hall probably between Masses. Watch the bulletin for details. 
In the meantime to learn more about the Catholic Climate Covenant and to take the St. Francis Pledge go to  the following site: http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/pledge. For other questions contact Karen Scheid at klscheid@gmail.com. 

St. Francis’ Care for Creation 

And the winner is…. 
The chili prepared by parishioner Jan Rosenfield and her husband Ralph was named “Best Chili “ at the parish picnic by Eileen Paley, who served as official judge. Congratulations to the Rosenfields! 
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Opportunities for Discussion and Learning Abound at  St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
Like to read? Like to discuss what you read? Want to explore 
and strengthen your faith foundation? Well St. Francis of 
Assisi has two parish groups that you may be interested in 
joining—the recently established Sunday School Seminar and 
the long-established Book Discussion Group. The  Sunday 
School Seminar  was the focus of an article in the last issue of 
this newsletter. This issue will provide an overview of  the 
Book Discussion Group.  
 For over six years a group of St. Francis of Assisi parishioners have been meeting in the parish hall after the 11 o’clock Mass— usually on the third Sunday of the month—to engage in a discussion of the  group’s monthly book selection. Those books have ranged from classics such as The Cloud of Unknowing  by Anonymous to current best sellers such as All the Light We Cannot See  by Anthony Doerr.    According to book group member, Karen Scheid, “ We read works by known religious and spiritual writers  such as Richard Rohr, Ronald Rolheiser, and James Martin. But we also think it is worthwhile and enlightening  to experience spirituality through the eyes of everyday people who are trying to live their lives the best they can. Discussing novels and biographies  help us to do that. “  Sharing and discussing opinions about the  featured  book  is important to the group but so too  is the sense of community  and friendship that the group offers its members.   That 

probably explains why the group has grown over the years. Indeed one member who belongs to another parish regularly travels monthly to St. Francis just to take part in the group!   Book group members are  welcoming and thrilled when a new parishioner wishes to take part even if he or she hasn’t read the book. The only requirement  for participation is  a willingness to listen to and learn from others.   Anyone with an interest should give the group a try and check out our web page at  http://stfrancisbc.weebly.com/ 

St. Francis of Assisi’s Book Discussion Group meets monthly for 
lively discussions of  book selection and other life matters. 

 Year of Mercy Continued from Page 1  announced on the occasion of an event of particular importance.    The initial rite of the Jubilee is the opening of the Holy Door, which had just been uncovered in preparation as I write this for our parish newsletter. This door is one that is only opened during the Holy Year; it remains closed during all other years. Each of the four major basilicas of Rome has a Holy Door: Saint Peter’s, St. John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the Walls, and St. Mary Major. This rite of the opening of the Holy Door illustrates symbolically the idea that, during the Jubilee, the faithful are offered an “extraordinary pathway” towards salvation.  Pope Francis has stressed that he wants everyone to participate in this Jubilee of Mercy and our parish leadership is in the process of planning how we will join the celebration and incorporate the theme of mercy into our liturgies, council meetings, and parish events. More details will follow. I would encourage you to visit the website for the Jubilee of Mercy (www.im.va) for more information.  



 

Scenes from St. Francis’ October Events 
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Brick Works 
Last year during October parishioners were asked to take part in weaving a tapestry to represent the diversity and richness of St. Francis of Assisi parish. That tapestry now  proudly adorns our church.    This year’s creative, October project served to further “cement” our sense of community. Parishioners had the opportunity to design bricks that will be used to decorate St. Francis’ garden area. A special area will be devoted to bricks created by children. Thanks to Mary Ann Kerscher, Sue Cruickshank, Theri Brady, and all who were involved in providing a fun and productive activity at our parish picnic and on Commitment Sunday. 
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In Memoriam: Patrick  J. Mooney 
Parishioner Pat Mooney passed away on September 15, 2015. He and his wife, Marg, joined St. Francis when they moved to Westminster-Thurber Community several years ago.  A teacher for 40 years, Pat never lost his desire to teach or to learn.  History in particular was a love of his, and St. Francis parishioners will recall his talk at our church in the fall of 2014 on the history of St. Francis parish and the surrounding neighborhood.   

Pat served on numerous groups including as a trustee of the Grandview Heights/Marble Cliff Historical Society,  the chair of the Catholic Record Society of the Diocese of Columbus, and member of the Diocese of Columbus Commission for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.   Pat’s passion for lifelong learning extended far beyond a desire for his own personal growth. He served as a board member of the Older Wiser Lifelong Scholars (OWLS) program at Westminster-Thurber Community and as a curriculum chair of the Lifelong Learning Institute (LLI), which is currently affiliated with the Central Ohio Technical College. Indeed he was attending classes offered by LLI until shortly before his passing.   Pat is survived by his wife, Marg; children Christine, Phillip, Lucy and Molly; a sister, Mary Rita; and numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren. 


